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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97, 1.98 and the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 609, 
Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner the following information. The Examiner's 
independent and thorough review of this information is solicited. 

Attached hereto please find Form PTO-1449 listing the cited references. The Examiner is 
requested to indicate consideration of each reference by initialing in the appropriate box for each 
reference, and returning an initialed copy with the next Official Action. Also enclosed is a copy 
of the European Search Report and Annex issued by the European Patent Office regarding a 
counterpart EP patent application of a previously cited, commonly owned application. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 
to bring to the Examiner's attention those references which may be material to the Examiner for 
examination of this case. However, the citation of the above references in this Supplemental 
Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent or 
other reference referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. In this regard, Applicants 
expressly reserve the right to contest that any of the references constitute "prior art." 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being mailed after receipt of a first Office 
Action on the merits, but prior to the mailing of any of a Final Office Action under §1 .1 13, a 
Notice of Allowance under § 1 . 1 1 3, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. Enclosed is a check in the amount of $180.00 to cover the fee for consideration of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. If any fee is required, please charge our Deposit Account 
No. 50-1775 and notify us of the same. 
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Form PTO-1449 U.S. Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 

/ O ^NtoRMATION DISCLOSURE 
/ Sifcv&EMENT BY APPLICANT 
1 AUG 0 1 2005 •) 


Atty. Docket No. 
SAM0018/US 


Serial No. 
10/676,142 


Applicant 

LEONARD J. STULC 


Filing Date 
September 30, 2003 


Group 
2852 


^i^e^ U.S. PATENT DOCUMEN1 


^S 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document Number 



Date 
(MM/DD/YYYY) 



Name 



Class 



Subclass 



Filing Date 
If Appropriate 



2,922,690 



01/26/1960 



Meuller et al 



3,114,726 



12/17/1963 



Conger et al 



3,406,162 



10/15/1968 



Neier 



4,045,424 



08/30/1977 



Tartter 



4,130,435 



12/19/1978 



Hall 



2003/0065074 Al 



04/03/2003 



Koshida et al 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Inventor(s) 
Name 



Document 
Number 



Document Date 
DD/MM/YYYY 



Country 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 
Yes/No 



GB 1343709 



01/1974 



GB 



Yes 



2136996 



07/23/1971 



DE 



No 



555410 



08/23/1943 



GB 



Yes 



1002366 



02/14/1957 



DE 



No 



1202920 



02/18/1963 



DE 



No 



1535980 



09/05/1967 



FR 



No 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



2PGS 



European Search Report, EP 04 25 5875 and Annex dated January 18, 2005 



3PGS 



European Search Report, EP 04 25 5874 and Annex dated January 10, 2005 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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